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The Advanced Systems Dependability (DEPEND) Consortium coordinated by Maynooth
University (MU), in collaboration with the University of St Andrews (UStA) and Université de
Lorraine (UL) represented by the Programme Director at the university, of the one part

Surname:

First name;:

Date of birth:

Place of birth:

Nationality:

Passport number: ,

the student, of the other part,

HAVE AGREED to the following terms and conditions.

1. The Student commits him/herself to duly attend the academic programme and the
prescribed lectures, seminars, summer sessions and examinations of the MSc in
Advanced Systems Dependability, having a duration of two academic years, in at least two
of the following participating Universities of the DEPEND consortium, in accordance with
the programme of studies supported by the European Commission: the Maynooth
University (MU, Ireland), the University of St Andrews (UStA, Scotland) and the
Université de Lorraine (UL, France). The Student is obliged to reach the expected
performance results in order to be allowed to continue participation in the joint
programme.

2. The attendance referred to in the previous article is recognised by the respective
Universities as an integral part of the qualification for which the Student is preparing,
and remains so, as long as the Student is successful in the respective examinations
and/or assessments.

3. It is the responsibility of each individual student to ensure that they familiarise
themselves with any course work missed should they be unable, for any reason, to arrive



in time for the commencement of the Programme. Arrangements should be made, by
the student, with lecturers regarding any missed continuous assessments to ensure all
course work is covered. Students are not permitted to use late arrival to the Programme
as grounds to appeal grades awarded by the University Examination Board. The current
academic year commences on ...... September 2018.

To participate in the academic programme of the DEPEND Erasmus Mundus Joint
Masters, which is approved by the European Commission under the Specific Grant
Agreement (SGA 2017-2009) contracted between the Education, Audiovisual & Culture
Executive Agency (EACEA) of the Commission of the European Communities and the
Coordinating Institution (MU), the Student receives a scholarship to the maximum total
value of 49,000 Euros, donated to the DEPEND Consortium, consisting of the
Universities mentioned above, by the Commission of the European Communities.

The monthly allowances of the scholarship for living costs are paid to the Student in
twenty four monthly instalments of 1000 Euros each. The payments of the monthly
instalments should begin within 30 days of the commencement of the first academic
year as stated in the Student Agreement but not before the completion of registration at
the first host University. These monthly instalments are paid by bank transfer to the
Student’s personal bank account details of which must be provided at time of
registration, payments cannot commence until such time as students provide their bank
details and complete all necessary documentation. The contribution to the Student’s
travel is based on the distance of travel from the student’s residence to the host
university. The contribution will be 2,000 Euros per annum for distances of less than
4000kms and 3,000 Euros per annum for distances greater than 4000kms. The
payment of the annual travel contribution will be made at the beginning of each academic
year. Installation costs of 1,000 Euros per programme/intake will be made in one
instalment at the beginning of the first academic year upon arrival at the first host
University. The above payments will not be made before the signature of the student
agreement and the end of the registration process at the host University.

The Student agrees that the DEPEND Consortium retains the contribution of 4,500
Euros per semester of the scholarship to cover the participation costs to the DEPEND
Erasmus Mundus Joint Masters programme. These participation costs include any
compulsory administrative and operational costs related to the participation of the
Student in the DEPEND Erasmus Mundus Joint Masters programme (e.g. admission,
registration, university tuition, course exams, thesis examination, library and computer
access, insurance coverage, etc.). The insurance scheme selected by the Coordinating
Institution covers adequately the Student in case of accident, injury, hospitalisation and
illness while participating in the DEPEND Erasmus Mundus Joint Masters Programme.
Any other costs that may be charged in addition (e.g. for participation in fieldwork
activities and summer sessions), being compulsory or voluntary, are communicated to
the Student at the application stage. These costs and any other costs, such as document
application, visa and residence permits, books, local transportation, travel to the host
universities and accommodation, including the travel and accommodation expenditures
to participate in the two summer schools are not covered by these participation costs.

Under the present Agreement, the Student is obliged:

+ to obtain his/her residence permit from the national and local Authorities upon
his/her arrival in the host countries if required,;

* to participate in the orientation and welcome meetings as well as informative and
official meetings and events;
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+ to attend assiduously, and with the objective of successfully passing, the courses,
seminars, summer sessions and the thesis inherent in the programme of studies;

+ to refuse any other scholarship or subvention financed by the Commission of the
European Communities under other Community programmes.

The participating Universities of the DEPEND consortium shall announce, on the
DEPEND website, the academic calendar by the first week of the academic year,
including the course schedule and location as well as the examination periods. The
Coordinating Institution in consultation with the organizing Institution shall announce the
period and location of each summer school within the first three months of each
academic year. The Consortium is obliged to provide the Student with the necessary
support to facilitate his or her mobility to, and installation in the different hosting
Universities.

Each participating University of the DEPEND consortium shall post the description of its
own courses of the DEPEND academic programme before the beginning of each
academic year. The course description includes the objectives and the structure of the
course as well as the methods and examination conditions. Each participating University
of the DEPEND consortium shall also post the guidelines for the thesis examination
before the beginning of each academic year. The Master thesis is examined and
evaluated by at least three academics, including the thesis’ supervisor from the host
participating University and a thesis’ adviser from another participating University.

The scholarship does not create or entitle an employer-employee relation between the
host Universities and the Student, and therefore is not subject to direct taxation.

The Student is not entitled to embark on any vocational occupation with a regular
salary in parallel to the studies under the DEPEND Erasmus Mundus Joint Masters
Programme except as an internship/placement organised as part of the programme in
second year.

Any alteration to the present Agreement or respective Annexes must be communicated
in writing. All alterations to the initial situation must be immediately communicated by
the Student to the Coordinating Institution and the host Universities. Upon mutual
agreement of contractual modifications, the Coordinating Institution issues an addendum
to the present Agreement.

Any deliberate failure on the part of the Student to fulfil the conditions expected in terms
of attendance at the DEPEND Erasmus Mundus Joint Masters Programme, in particular
non-fulfilment of the conditions stipulated in the present Agreement and Student
Handbook, constitutes sufficient reason for action to be taken towards resolving the
issue and could lead to the exclusion of the Student from the DEPEND Erasmus Mundus
Joint Masters programme and the reimbursement of the scholarship awarded.

The DEPEND Programme has been carefully designed in coordination with the funding
agency (the EACEA) to ensure that students have adequate time allocated to holidays
and for their academic programme. An academic calendar will be made available to all
students at registration. To ensure payment of scholarship funds students are required
to be in attendance at all required times as listed on the academic calendar. Permission
for absence from lectures must be requested prior to the absence, except in emergency
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medical situations, all requests will be reviewed by the student’s Programme Co-
ordinator who is under no obligation to approve such requests. Requests should be
submitted in writing to the student’'s Programme Co-ordinator at least two weeks in
advance. Absence due to illness must be verified by Medical Certificate.

The academic programme also includes periods of project work where there are no
formal lectures to attend, during this time students are required to be on campus and in
regular contact with their Project Supervisors. The academic programme also includes
an optional placement in industry or research laboratory. Students who take this option
are required to complete the placement to the satisfaction of both the industry/research
organisation and the university they are attending.

In the case of extraordinary personal circumstances, which require the Student to be
absent from campus or placement, documentation must be provided to explain the
absence and to convince the EACEA, Visa Authorities and University staff that
measures have been put in place to fulfil the student’s programme requirements. Should
the student be absent for any period of required time, without extenuating circumstances
or prior permission, it will be assumed that the student has left the programme by their
own demand and as a result scholarship payments will be suspended indefinitely from
the first date of absence. A decision regarding the reinstatement of scholarship
payments will only occur if/when the student returns to the University and the
circumstances of the absence have been reviewed and approved by the relevant
Programme Co-Ordinator.

As student dissertations will be examined at the programme wide summer schools it is
essential that all students attend. Students must pass both summer schools in order to
progress on the course. If students are unable to attend the summer school due to
personal circumstances (illness, bereavement etc.) we will ask them to take part via
video conference. Students will have to request special permission in this case and have
documentation to back up their circumstances. Students on placement must arrange at
its commencement to have time free to attend the summer school.

In case of exclusion or withdrawal of the Student from the DEPEND Erasmus Mundus
Joint Masters Programme, on his/her own decision or force majeure, the Student hereby
makes a commitment on his/her honour to reimburse the host University the excess
funding from the scholarship allocated to him/her, which consists in any funds of the
scholarship received in terms of monthly allowances covering the period following the
months of the date of exclusion or withdrawal. Students who fail to meet the required
standard to pass the first 60 ECTS (year 1) in the first sitting will not normally progress
to year 2 except where allowed by the consortium to progress with a deficit as described
in the Marks and Standards document. While students may have the opportunity to
repeat exams there is no guarantee that their scholarship will be retained or that they
will progress to year 2.

Upon exclusion or withdrawal, the Student shall in due time and before his/her departure
pay for all his/her financial obligations, in particular:

¢ the rent of his’/her accommodation,

» the bank fees corresponding to his/her accommodation insurance,

» the bank charges to pay for any of his/her bank accounts and credit cards.

For the student’s information, the Specific Grant Agreement (SGA 2017-2009) between
the Coordinating Institution and EACEA which funds the DEPEND programme, imposes
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upon the Coordinating Institution, following the exclusion or the withdrawal of a student

from the programme:

« to reallocate the remaining funds of the scholarship allocated to that Student to
another new suitable student;

« to refund the EACEA of the Commission of the European Communities with the
remainder of the scholarship allocated to that Student if no new applicant is enrolled
as a replacement.

Without prejudice to the general consequences laid down in national law applicable in
the present Agreement, the Coordinating Institution reserves the right to cease the
effects of the present Agreement, without recourse to any juridical procedure apart from
adequate communication to the Student. Failing agreement by both parts, the Irish
courts are designhated as the only competent authorities to resolve any legal dispute
between the Coordinating Institution and the Student emerging from the present
Agreement. The present Agreement is governed by Irish Law.

The Coordinating Institution and the participating Universities are exonerated from any
responsibility for accidents, illnesses, injuries, losses or damages to persons or goods
resulting from or in any way related to the activities that are the object of the present
Agreement. The Student is obliged to accept the necessary insurance related to the
activities for the full duration of the study period.

Internships/placements are available as an option in the second semester of second
year of the programme at each university. Students taking this option are required to
submit a report/dissertation prior to the summer school. Students are required to arrange
time off for attendance at the summer school with their employer.

a) At Maynooth University: the optional industrial placement, available only in the
second year of the programme if you achieved a grade above 70% in your first year,
will usually last for 6 months (the second semester). You will follow the policies of
the Maynooth University Placement Office in procuring your placement, and will be
supervised by both an industrial representative and the office during your placement.
Near the end of your placement, and prior to the summer school, you will submit a
work placement report electronically. If you opt for this choice, but are unable to be
placed, you will attend the taught second semester activities instead.

b) At the University of St. Andrews: the optional research/industrial placement (Special
Project), available only in the second year of the programme if you achieved a grade
above 70% in your first year, will usually last for 6 months (the second semester).
Near the end of your placement, and prior to the summer school, you will submit a
report on your activities.

c) At the Université de Lorraine: during the second semester, you will undertake a
research internship project of 4-5 months duration, inside one of the research teams
(usually of the LORIA laboratory). You will produce a report/dissertation on your
activities.

Students may appeal their results of individual modules in the programme through the
local examination appeal procedure in each university. Students who wish to appeal
their overall result or final project mark may do so through the Maynooth University
appeals procedure.



23. Each institution in the Consortium has local procedures for dealing with general student
problems and complaints. Students should use these procedures in the first instance,
where the difficulty is a local one. Students who are not satisfied or who have complaints
concerning the programme as a whole should address these to the DEPEND
Programme Co-ordinator and/or the Head of the Department of Computer Science in
Maynooth University.

The signatories declare that they have read and accept the conditions laid down in the present
Agreement.

First Signatory Date:
(Stamp of Institution)

Programme Director: (Block Capitals)

Host Institution: (Block Capitals)

Second Signatory

Date:

Student Name: (Block Capitals)




